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SCHOOLS’ PROGRAMME 2021
We are so pleased to announce Henley Literary Festival’s 2021 Schools’
Programme. With a brilliant variety of events for children aged 3 - 14, we think that it is
our best yet!
Thanks to a generous grant from the Arts Council, schools will be able to live stream the
events directly to their classrooms and school halls free of charge. For the first time, audiences will increase beyond the limits of the venues, and schools from across the country can join in the fun.We are looking to make the events as accessible as possible, with
two of our events having BSL interpretation.
Please complete and return your booking form (p.9) for virtual tickets to jess@henleyliteraryfestival.co.uk.
We do have limited tickets available to watch the events live, if you would like more
information please contact us jess@henleyliteraryfestival.co.uk.
Henley Literary Festival Team

MONDAY 4 OCTOBER
10AM

Kjartan Poskitt & Alex Willmore
The Runaway Pea Left Behind
We’re on the way back from a big shopping trip, but the bag’s caught in a
nail and it’s started to rip. Dropetty PLOP! Now what could that be? All on
his own, it’s a left-behind pea! Agatha Parrot author Kjartan & Greenaway
Medal nominated illustrator Alex join us with the laugh-out-loud follow-up
to BookTrust Time To Read book of 2020, The Runaway Pea!

LIVE STREAMING: FREE

10AM

AGE
SUITABLE FOR AGES

3-6 (KS1)

Rob Biddulph
Peanut Jones & The Illustrated City
The record-breaking genius behind lockdown sensation #DrawWithRob,
World Book Day illustrator and bestselling children’s author of Odd Dog
Out & Dinosaur Juniors returns to Henley with a brand new middle-grade
series. Fizzing with magic, danger, friendship and art, join Peanut Jones as she
finds a unique pencil turbo-charged with special powers…you can use your
pencils to #DrawWithRob too!

SUITABLE FOR AGES

8-11 (KS2)

LIVE STREAMING: FREE

2PM

Liz Kessler
When The World Was Ours

Inspired by a true story, this powerful novel follows three young friends
living in Europe during WW2. Unaware that around them Europe is
descending into growing darkness, they will be cruelly ripped apart from
each other. Will they ever find their way back to one another? A brilliant
discussion starter on the Holocaust from the bestselling author behind the
international bestseller Emily Windsnap series.

AGE
SUITABLE FOR AGES
LIVE STREAMING: FREE

11-14 (KS3)

HENLEYLITERARYFESTIVAL.CO.UK | 01491 575948

TUESDAY 5 OCTOBER
10AM

Zanib Mian
Planet Omar: Epic Hero Flop
Welcome back to Planet Omar! When his best friend Daniel messes up,
Omar decides to take the blame – can his friends prove his innocence and
show that he wasn’t responsible for the chaos? Join former teacher Zanib
for a fantastic event around this hilarious cartoon-style book.

SUITABLE FOR AGES
LIVE STREAMING: FREE

HENLEYLITERARYFESTIVAL.CO.UK | 01491 575948

7 -11 (KS2)

WEDNESDAY 6 OCTOBER
10AM

Thiago de Moraes
A Gladiator Stole My Lunchbox
Has a Gladiator ever stolen your lunchbox? This is a travel time
adventure with a difference, complete with lions, gladiators, assassination
plots and tons of facts and fun! Thiago, author-illustrator of The Night Bear &
A Mummy Ate My Homework, is 90% beard, has a pet tortoise called Nibble
and is looking forward to travelling back in time with you!

SUITABLE FOR AGES
LIVE STREAMING: FREE

10AM

8-11 (KS2)

Francesca Simon
Two Terrible Vikings
Can you imagine a world where parents WANT you to be bad?! Set in the
snowy fjords, truly awful twins Hack and Whack are adored by their proud
parents for causing havoc and being the very best worst Vikings in the village. Horrid Henry author Francesca Simon returns to Henley to delight
young audiences after previous sold-out Festival events.

SUITABLE FOR AGES
LIVE STREAMING: FREE

5-8 (KS1)

AGE

HENLEYLITERARYFESTIVAL.CO.UK | 01491 575948

THURSDAY 7 OCTOBER
10AM

Natasha Farrant
Voyage of the Sparrowhawk
Ben and Lotti are on an epic journey of police chases, storms at sea and
unexpected puppies as they travel from England to France in the aftermath
of World War One. With Costa Children’s Book Award winner and author
of The Children of Castle Rock Natasha, this promises to be an unmissable
event.

SUITABLE FOR AGES
LIVE STREAMING: FREE

10AM

8-11 (KS2)

Smriti Halls
I’m Sticking With You Too
The much-loved Bear and Squirrel are back! Everything is perfect until
Chicken turns up. Two can be good…but can three be BETTER? A fun and
interactive storytelling event celebrating the gorgeously illustrated followup to the bestselling I’m Sticking With You, with Rain Before Rainbows author
Smirti.

AGE
SUITABLE FOR AGES
LIVE STREAMING: FREE

HENLEYLITERARYFESTIVAL.CO.UK | 01491 575948

4-6 (KS1)

FRIDAY 8 OCTOBER
10AM

Dr Shini Somara
A Scientist Like Me
There’s NOTHING that Ruben doesn’t find fascinating. Why do leaves
change colour? What makes ice cream melt? Maybe he can try out some
awesome experiment and become a scientist?! Join scientist and TV
presenter Dr Shini Somara as she unlocks a love of science and celebrates
women in STEM.

SUITABLE FOR AGES

5-8 (KS1)

LIVE STREAMING: FREE

10AM

Jenny McLachlan
The Battle for Roar (The Land of Roar)
Rose and Arthur are back in Roar, on a voyage that takes them further than
they’ve ever been before: beyond The End! It’s an amazing adventure – full
of secrets, surprises and fairies with fangs – but then a mysterious storm
changes everything. Don’t miss this funny and inspiring talk from former
teacher Jenny.

SUITABLE FOR AGES
LIVE STREAMING: FREE

12PM

8 -11 (KS2)

Michael Morpurgo
New Middle-Grade Novel
The most popular speaker in the Festival’s history – with previous sell-out
Henley audiences having been treated not only to his storytelling but also
his singing - Sir Michael has written over 130 books including Private
Peaceful, A Song of Gladness, Why The Whales Came and War Horse. He joins
us with his latest book.

SUITABLE FOR AGES
LIVE STREAMING: FREE

8 -11 (KS2)

HENLEYLITERARYFESTIVAL.CO.UK | 01491 575948

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What happens once I’ve sent you my booking form?

• Links to view the live stream of an event (free of charge) will be sent to you at
least 2 days before the event.

How can I get a copy of the author’s book?

• If you are tuning in online, our partner bookseller, The Bell Bookshop, will sell
the authors books at RRP. A flyer will be sent out to you in September, to put
in book bags, explaining which books will be available and how your pupils can
purchase them ahead of the event.
• All events last 45 minutes,.

How many pupils can I bring along to the festival?

• If you are watching the live stream, make sure as many pupils are watching as
possible! We would love to know the maximum number you expect to be
watching so we can let the authors know how big their audience is!

BOOKING FORM
SCHOOL
CONTACT NAME
EMAIL
PHONE
SCHOOL ADDRESS

Details

Author & Book

Mon 4 October
10:00
Christ Church

Kjartan Poskitt & Alex Willmore
The Runaway Pea Left Behind

Mon 4 October
10:00
Marquee

Rob Biddulph
Peanut Jones and the Illustrated City

Mon 4 October
14:00
Christ Church

Liz Kessler
When The World Was Ours

Tues 5 October
10:00
Christ Church

Zanib Mian
Epic Hero Flop

Weds 6 October
10:00
Marquee

Francesca Simon
Two Terrible Vikings

Weds 6 October
10:00
Christ Church

Thiago de Moraes
A Gladiator Stole My Lunchbox

Thurs 7 October
10:00
Marquee

Natasha Farrant
Voyage of the
Sparrowhawk
Smriti Halls
I’m Sticking With You Too

Thurs 7 October
10:00
Christ Church
Fri 8 October
10:00
Marquee

Jenny McLachlan
The Battle of Roar

Fri 8 October
10:00
Christ Church

Dr Shini Somora
A Scientist Like Me

Fri 8 October
12:00
Marquee

Michael Morpurgo

Live Streaming
Tickets (Free)

Total
Tickets

Links to view the live stream of an event free of charge will be sent to you at least 2 days before the event.
We have a limited number of tickets available to watch the event live. If you would like information about watching
the events live at the venue, please email: jess@henleyliteraryfestival.co.uk

Please complete and return to jess@henleyliteraryfestival.co.uk

